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BLACKBURN CUSES
natypi.

The Congressman and
His Friends Threaten

Due Revenge.
THREAT AGAINST
ATTORNEY HOLTON

Friends of the Indicted Con¬
gressman Declare That the

Charges Arc Nothing
More Than Result

of Political
Spite.

<Ppeclal li» The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
ÁSHRVILLE, N. C, February 2.1.

Republican political Hrcles are In a fer¬
ment over the Indictment by the United
State? grand Jury yesterday of Congress¬
man E. .spencer Blackburn, of the Eighth
.North Carolina District, charged with
using his official position to Influence
departments öf the government at Wash¬
ington, on behalf of clients ciiajfccd <w|tb
violation of .ihn revenu« laws, and from
whom he Ih alleged to have received fees

a*Krei,-»tliiB JCA
UliK-khuru and hi* friends are throuten-

ninK litre.vengeance on District Attorney
Hoiton mid Intimate that they will pre¬
st nt him to the grand jury on sundry
specific charges, nnd Blackburn hn» al¬
ready Ct i^-.l a protest uKalnst the
confirmation of Holton's nomination by
the President, as district .attorney.

Holton's Statement.
When told of the threats of Blackburn

ami tils friends, an. dusked about them
Mr. Ifolton said, concerning the Indict¬
ments against Congressman Blackburn:
"These Indictments were returned after

. full Investigation by the agents of the
Department of Justice, and Mr. Black¬
burn has known for more than a month
of the Investigation going on, and given
nn opportunity to explain. The Indict¬
ments were returned by direction of tho
D'-partinent of Justice at Washington.
"The subpoenas were Issued before Mr.

Blackburn preferred any charges against
me. as the record will show, and !kir.
BlAckburri knew the subpoenas had been
I.- .«¦. before, he tiled the charges."
From other source* It wu« learned that

the subpoena» for the« witnesses before
th<- grand Jury ..ir.t.i -t Congressman
Rliickburn were Issued on the 18th of this
¦nonth.

Others Implicated.
There Is an Intimation that other« In

high official position« will also b,e pro-
lented to tho grand jury on charge« that
Ihey used their official positions to Infla¬
me the government departments on be¬
half of persons from whom they received
money for such services.
The conservativo Democratic opinion

h<T«. is that nothing can he brought
igalnst District Attorney Holton, certain¬
ly nothing Involving any moral delin¬
quency.
The finding of the Indictments against

the "Insurgent" "Republican chief. Con¬
gressman lllackliurn. the man who was

expected to dominate the next Republican
State convention and become tho State
ohaliman, created Intense excitement
among a large number of politicians who
are here from all the western counties
to attend the Federal court.

The Witnesses.
Among the witnesses who appeared be¬

fore the grand jury against Blackburn
were Collector of ltcvenuo Harkins, Frank
Eddleman, treasury agent; Ace Dlnkins
snil P. A. Davis, the two latter claiming
to have paid Blackburn fees for services
on their behalf before the Treasury De¬
partment, the charges on which the in¬
dictments were based. As Collector Hat-
kin» and Mr. Blackburn are strongly
antagonistic. It Is ausumed that ho went
before the grand Jury with little regret.
Blaeklnirns' friends are alleging that tho
Indictments are inspired by political spite,
with the, purpose of breaking down the
political standing of the leader of tho
ItepublicailB opposed to the "organiza¬
tion."
Judge Waddlll, of Richmond, Va-, who

Is presiding at this term of the Federal
court, has created a most favorable Im¬
pression. I

Wants Quick Trial
y CBy Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON. Fob. 23..Representative
Blackburn, of North .Carolina, left to¬
night for Ashevllle, N.' C, to demand an
Immediate trial on the indictments re¬
turned against him. charging him with
practicing before the Treasury Depart¬
ment in violation of the law.

NO CHANGE OF DATES
FOR CONFEDERATE REUNION

(By Associated Press.)
COLUMBUS, MISS.. February 23.^-To

correct a report from Mncon. Ga., that the.
date for the coming reunion of United
Confederate Veterans in Now Orleans
hud been changed from April to May.
General Stephen D. Doe, commander-lñ-
chloC of tho veterans, to-day Issued an
order to tho effect that the dates first
named.April 25th, 26th and 27th.will
¦tnnd for the annual gathering,
i .

WIFE NOT POISONED
SO TUCKER IS RELEASED
(By Associated Pross.)

M'OUDT.RIT'3, GA., Feb. ÜS.-Docíors
.Harris and Daniel, who conducted tho

iiost-niortcin examination In tho cnae of
Ara. K. W. Tucker, have reported that
thev found no potHon In the stomach. It
was alleged that she luid been poisoned
bv hot- husband to secure llfo Insurance,
and -under this charge Tucker has been m
.Inil her« ton days. lie was released to¬
day on an order from the solloitoi-iiene'-ul.
The physician!, hold to the theory that
ileatli was caused Oi.v aonui bruin affec¬
tion. ,

MANY LÍVESTr'e LOST
IN FIRE_ATJAIRA, JAPAN
(By Associated Press.) «

LONDON, February 23..Tho correspon¬
dent of tho Daily Telegraph nt Tokio
says that lire in the town of Ta Ira, sixty
mllns. southeast of FuUnsblma, destroyed
«JO houses and cuD.sed .he a«tUh of thirty-¦.ven persons.

IV PRECIPÍTATE
A BITTER FICHT

Mann Bills Likely to be
Taken From Finance

Committee.

NEW CIDER BILL
. TO CAUSE STIR

Proposed Measure Believed By
Many to Be Necessary in.
View of Occurrences of
the Past Few Years.

Rew Crab Bill
Reported.

Unless the improbable occurs In the
stiape of a report of some sort, bringing
the matter up In regular form. Judge
Mann, of Nottoway, will on Monday In
the .Sena to precipitate the blttere-st fight
of the present Gênerai Assembly by
moving to discharge the Committee «m
Finance nnd Hanks from further con-
sircratlon of his bill*? amending the laws
governing saloons, distilleries, «ider
mojiufactorlcs and social clubs.
Unmistakable indications were given

y-gterday that the Renate comttlltte«,which has already conducted two hear¬
ings upon tlio propose»! amendments; will
not reach a voto shortly, und may not
do so ut all before the session ends.
Press of «ither work will keep the guar¬
dians of the public jiurso busy In differ¬
ent directions anS with the general ap¬
propriation bill on their hands and a
swarm of money seekers to watch, thoy
will have time for attention to Iltllo
else. Realizing this and appreciating
that with but two weeks of an over¬
crowded session remaining, the fate of
the entire antl-sal<x>n movement ex¬
pressed in the suggested changes In the
statutes depends now upon prompt and
vigorous; action. Judge Mann yesterday
did what he could in the way of circum¬
venting the Finance'Committee by de¬
taching some of th»- amendments from
the general bill, presenting them in sep¬
arate acts, and having these latter re¬
ferred to other committees. But since
nearly every one of the change»« affect
the public revenue In some manner It
was possible to accomplish very little In
this direction. For this reason and see¬
ing no other way out of the difficulty.
Judge Mann has determined to ask that
Hie Finance Committee he discharged.

The Situation .

"If I do not get a report by Monday, I
shall ask tliat the rommittee be dls-"churged from further «-onslderation of
ihe bills," said tbe Notto«vay senator
yesterday afternoon. "There Is very little
that can lie done In the way of ppeclal
acts. The amendments referring t»> sa¬
loon licenses, social clubB and distilleries
are all tied up In tin» Finance Commit¬
tee."
"Shall you make a light for the.«

amendments on the floor, nevertheless?"
lie was asked.

"I certainly shall. The light will begin
on tho motion to discharge tbe commit¬
tee. The first alignment wffl lie drawn
then."
When the attention of Mr. Wickliam,

of Hanover« chairman of the Finance
Committee, was called to the miggeatioii
made by Judge Mann upon the floor of the
Senate that the committee would prob¬
ably, with tho mass of work before It,
not bo able to resume consideration of
tho amendments, he declared that the
prospect was very much of this sort.
"It is impossible, of course, to tell,"

said Mr. Wickliam. "but it looks very
much as if we will not get a vote in the
committee, which la very much burdened
With work."
"Is there any likelihood that the com¬

mittee will report on the Mahn bill by
Monday?" he was asked.
"There is not the slighte-tt possibility

that tho commltt«-«' will report by Mon¬
day," said the Hanover Senator, posi¬
tively.

Bitter Stuggle.
Trcmenduos opposition will meet every

movement of the Mann forces and with
a congested calendar tliat makes it ex¬
ceeding difficult to secure contester! legis¬
lation of any sort, measures of such com¬
manding interest as the amendments pro.
jiosed, affecting important and powerful
Interests, prepared to fight to the death,
stand In Imminent danger of being lost
In the maelstrom. Judge Mann declaros
flatly, however, that he will make the
effort and both sides are girding them¬
selves for what all expect to bo a bitter
struggle.
Of the three new bills offered by Judge

Mann yesterday, two relating to the man¬
ufacture of cider and the other embodies
one of tho amendments now hung up In
the Finance Conumltteo, AH three woñb
being referred.to tho Finance Committee,
when »Judge Mann raised the point that
tho Finance Committee could not report
upon what it already had before It. No

(Continued on Second Page.)

J. CHICHO'UIE5TE0
CHARGED WITH TIEFT

Is Said to Be From Richmond.
Wealthy Uncle Refuses

Bail.
(.¡-Special to The Times-Dispatch,)

L33XINGTON, KT.. February 23..J.
Clarence Hacho forty years of age, a
nienibor-of a prominent family of Rich¬
mond, Vn., and a trusted clerk In, tlio
freight offices of tho Chesapeake and.
Ohio Railway Company, In this city, was
arrested to-day, charged with grand lar¬
ceny.
Bacho is accused of selling a barrel of.

linseed oil, valued at forty dollars, and
appropriating the money. Mc remains in
jail, In default'of ball, although his wife's
inicio Is one of Lexington's wealthiestI citizens, Kacho has booh employed by
tho Chcsnpoako and Oliio for twenty
yours.

It was learned last night Hull a certain
Clarence Hacho once lived In Fulton, but
It was Impossible io discover what had
become, of hlli. it was sn.lir that ho nnd
been In the employ of tho Chesapeake
and Ohio Railway Company.1

A CONTRAST.

The"'old' LAND REGI5T RY SYSTEM.
"Ii ii¦m,ii¦¦» -» "' ¦J..

wz&im^i
THE UP~TO>DATE TORRENS SYSTEM, «bsTguR

DR. J. H. COCUI
DIESAT HOSPITAL

Member of House of Delegates
From Fauquier Passed Away

This Morning-.

WAS /ILL BUT FEW DAYS

YVife and Daughter Reached City
Thursday Night and Were

at Hospital.

Dr. J. II. Cochran, floater member of
the House of Delegates from Fauquler
and L.oudoun counties, died at 1:05 o'clock
this morning at the Memorial Hospital
after an Illness of less than a week.
He was taken with a chill on Tuesday

last, but apoplexy was the Immediate
cause of his death.
During: his illness he was treated by

Drs. Horsley, Stuart McGuire and Blan-
ton, but much of the time ho was uncon¬
scious.

Dr. Coclirnn was sixty-three years of
age and was a native of Kauquler county,
lie was a lieutenant In Page's Artillery
In the war between thç States, and is re¬
membered tenderly as a gallant soldier.

Alumnus of University
He was an alumnus of the University

of Virginia, and since beginning the prac¬
tice of medicine had followed that pro¬
fession with great success in his own and
neighboring counties.

lie had at the time of his death one
of the largest country practices in the
State.
Dr. Cochran was serving Ills first term

In the Legislature, and had already given
evldonco of being an Industrious and
useful member. Ho was selected by
Speaker Cardwell as a member of the
committee to notify Senator Martin of
his election. He was a inembpr of sev¬
eral Important standing committees oí
the House.
As soon as It became apparent that he

was serloiiBly 111 his wife was notified,
,and she and ono of his daughter?. Mrs.
'William Sklnker, reached the city Thurs¬
day and last night, respectively. Ono
other daughter, Mrs. R. S. Cochrun, and
two sons survive him. Tho sons ore

Captain W. B. Cochran, U. S. A., now ifi
the Philippines, and Cadet .T. H. Cochran,
Jr., of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute.
The body will bo taken from the city

at S:40 this morning to Fauqulor, and
the funeral will take place to-morrow
at 3 o'clock.
The following were appointed by

Speaker Cnrdwell to accompany the re¬
mains to their last resUng place:
Delegates M. M. Green,, Dr. Dunn and

G. G. T. Lane. Tho latter was In constant
attendance all during Dr. Cochran's Ill¬
ness.
This is the second dealh In the General

Assembly since the session began forty-
llvo days ago.

MR. STETStJlÍTS^ÑTÍRE ESTATE
LEFT TO HIS FAMILY

(By Associated Press.)
PIUI.ADE1,PHIA, February 23._-.Tohn

13. Stetr.on, the millionaire hat-manufac¬
turer, who died on Sunday afternoon last
at his homo In Deland, Fia., mude no

provisions in his will for the university
at Dolnnd, which ho founded, and which
bears his hamo, or any of the charities
In which ho had been interested. The
will, tiled to-day, divides his entire es¬
tate, estimated 'at 15.01)0,000, among the
members of his family.

.
-0--

Mr. Vanderbilt Detained. ..

(By Associated Press.)
FIXTtlSNCM, ITALY. February 23.-W.

K, Vanderbilt «1h detained at I'ontodoru,
a town of 13,000 Inhabitant.", on the roiul
to Plan, having hud au automobile aecl-
dcrfl in the. struct by which a toy WUS
injured. The boy la not seriously laut.

IS NOT YET DEAD
Mr. Massie Will Renew
His Battle and Press it

Until it is Won.

FRIENDS ARE NOT
ALL DISCOURAGED

They Realize That the Campaign
is One of Education, and That

Reform Movements Do
Not Go Backward.
New Appropria¬

tion Bill.

The light made by Hon. Kugeiic C. Mas¬
sie in favor-of his bill to introduce tho
Ton-ens system of land registration In
Virginia, while lost in tho House yester¬
day. Is by no means abandoned. »M3f.
Massie was neither greatly surprised nor

chagrined at tho refusal of the House to

engross his measure-, as ho fully realizes
that he is engaged in a campaign of edu¬
cation, and that, like all other reforms,
his must have time to work Its way into
tho hearts and favor of the people.
"Tho bill is not dead." said the patron,

after his powerful and cloquent speech
In Its favor. "You will hear from It

(Continued on Tenth Page.)

THE WEATHER
Forecast: Vlrginliv-Falr, warmer Sat¬

urday; showers and colder at night or

Sunday; light to fr«*sh winds, mostly
south.
North Carolina- Fair, warmer .Saturday;

Sunday, fair; colder In west«»rn portion;
light to fresh south winds.

Conditions Yesterday.
Richmond's weather wan clear and mod¬

erate. Rimge of tho thermometer:
9 A.M.« 0 P. M.56
12 M.M 9 1*.M.00
g p. jf.SO 1'.! midnight.18

(Average.51 3-3.)

Highest temporal uro yesterday.59
T/Owest temperature yesterday.Û6
Menu temperature yesterday. IS
Normal temperature for February.:tti
Departure from normal temporil turo.... 1¿

Thermometer This Day Last Year
M.;i:i ,; .*". M.'Ia

r M.39 '¦> **. ."*'.u
a p. M......« ,2 midnight.¡u

(Average.33 3-li.i

Miniature Almanac.
Febnuiry 2 t. l!l..

Sun risos.«:**> 111011 TIDE.
Sun sots.5:57 Morning.B:'_
Moo,n sots. T:-'l HJvoulllg.CM«
Conditions, in Important Cities.

(At S P. M-. Kiiatoru Tllno.3
.Piuco. Tlier. High. T. Weather.

Asliovllle, N, C. til HI Clear
Augusta . !.'- Mi Clear
Atlanta, Oa. <>. '(«*> Clear
charlotte .-"'S' m Clear
I'lnirleston . *>i IW Clear
Chltiagu, Hi. 12 IW Rain
Clnulnnull, O. IB IIS Clear
(lulveston, 'l>x.... I'--' »It Cloudy
Huttoi'iis. N..-C. !'. 5'-. Clear
Key west, Fin. '¦*> ill Rain
Now Yurli VU.v.... 1" '0' Clear
Norfolk, VH. -I- ?' Clear
Raleigh .'..... M if Clear
fittvaiinuh. M tí* Clear
WUKhlugtoii . I« Ml Clear
Wllnilnu-liui . .>" '»O Clear

GRATUITIES FOR
DEPOSIT OF FUNDS
County Treasurer Receives Large
Amounts From-Various Bank¬

ing Institutions.

EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION

Never Asked Any Bank or Any
Person fop Any Such

Quantity.

(By Associated Press.)
CINCINNATI, February 23..County

Treasurer Hynecka has received about
$20,000 in gratuities for deposit of public
funds from various banks, according to
his testimony this afternoon before the
commission appointed by the State Senate
to Investigate the public ofllces of Cincin¬
nati and Hamilton county.
Before the testimony of Treasurer Hy¬

necka. several bankers hail testified to the
payment of gratuities to various persons
connected with the county treasurer's of¬
fice, such payments being an oxpru.-slon
of appreciation for the deposit of public
funds.
, Mr.. Hynecka testified that about 3 1-2
million dollars in taxes were collected
semi-annually, and that four-tlftha of this
amount were paid in chec-KS. These checks
wero deposited in various banks for col¬
lection.
Mr. Hynecka said:
"So, from time to time, bunks thus

favored have sent donations or whatever
you might call it, to the county treas¬
urer's ollioo in recognition of our accom¬
modation, and I' have received the money.
"I never ask a batik nor any person

for mich gratuity. Mr. Schott, tho cashier,
largely selected the ibniiks to which checks
wero sent. I knew the money came from
the banks. Mr. Schott alone knew the
banks this money came from. I kept no
account of these amounts and deposited
thom in my private accounts. 1 do not
know on what basis the amounts wore
calculated. 'Mr. Schott handed me In this
term about $10,000 or .20,000."

TRIAL OF COLEMAN
BEGINS THIS MORNING

(By Associated Press.)
SHllKVKPOBT, LA.' February 23.-

'Iho situation hero in the Coleman case
is quiet to-day, quito a contrast to what
It was last night, whon a mob formed
in tito west end of tho city, making an
unsuccessful attempt to stop a special
train bearing soldiers ordered hero from
l.ecsvllle. It Is not expected that mob
violence will bo attempted The trial of
the negro will begin at I) o'clock to¬
morrow morning, and thero will bu no

delays. Four ,military companies which
are here on duty, will out as a guard
to tho negro when he Is taken to and
from the courthouse. Judge Boll Ims Is¬
sued orders that all persona must be
Miiuched Cor weapons bofo re being al-
luwed to enter the court room.
Governor Blanchard will arrive at 7

o'clock 111 the morning and Ills presence,
it is believed, will koep down tho excite¬
ment. Strong pressure will be be brought
to bear alive the Governor sign the death
«arrant for Immediate execution.

THE DEWEY SIGNALLED
OFF THE CANARY ISLANDS

(By Associated Press.)
LAS I'AI.MAS, I'AN'AUV ISLANDS,1

February 23.--TI1« United Biates dry
doiik I iiuvey was signalled off thin port
to.-day.
Tin« Dnwoy reports having 1 iicoutitered

heavy weather in the vicinity of the
Island of .Bermuda, resulting In strains.
It Is Hie Intention that th" dry dock
shnjl remain liarfl a fortnight for over-
haiiliwf anr repairing,

HOCK IS HANDED:
APPEAL DOES ON

Bigamist and Uxorcide
Exempted W h i I e At¬
torney Still in Court

USES CHRIST'S WORDS
AS HE FACES DEATH

Protests His Innocence and Asks
Forgiveness for Those About

to End His Life.Appeal
Still to Be Taken to

U. S. Supreme
Court.

(Ry Associated Press.)
CUICAUO, February ...-Johann Hoch,

convict»*d uxorcldo and confessed biga¬
mist, was hanged In.the county Jail to¬
day for poisoning his wife, Mario Wcic<~r
Hoch.
lío faced death with a prayer on his

lips for the officers of the law who took
his life, and save "for thé words "Good¬
bye,'! his lasL utterances was an asser¬
tion that he wus Innocent of tbe crime

for which he paid tbe extremo penalty
of the law.
The last scene in tlio career of Hocb

cam« at 1:80 o'clock this afternoon, while
his attorneys were still making desperate
efforts for a. little moro time on earth
for him. His death, the lawyers say,
has not ended tho appeal that was maitc
In his behalf, and although the man .him¬
self is »lead, they promise to carry tho
case to the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Writ of Habeas Corpus
The time set for tlio hanging was be¬

tween tho hours of U) A. M. and 2 P. M.
Shortly after 3 o'clock 1 loch's attorneys
appeared In the office of th«. clerk of the
United States Circuit Court, whero they
filed an application for a writ of habeas
corpus on the broad ground that Hoch
was hold In peril of death In direct vio¬
lation of tlie fourteenth amendment to
the Constitution of tho United States,
which declares In effoot that no State
shall deprive any person of life, liberty
or property without duo process of law,
nor deny to any person within its Juris¬
diction the equal protection of the law.
As soon as the application for the writ
had boon file«!, Attorneys 'Malier and
Comerford. who won« acting In behalf of
Hoch, hastened to the Jail .where thov
Informed Jailer.. .Whitman., and Deputy
Sheriff Pet«.*rs that tho application for¬
tín« writ had (been made, and asked thorn
to delay tho execution until the r-ourt liad
either granted or refused tho writ. Th.*
Jailer and the deputy sheriff agreed so
wait. The attorneys then returned to the
court and appearing before [Judge K.
M. Lundis asked that the writ Issue forth¬
with, If It was found that it was drawn
In proper form.
After some consideration Jndg« Lundis

replied:
"Tho application for tlie «vrit is denied.

The proper remedy was a writ of error
from the Supreme Court to the Supreme
Court of the United States. The writ is
fatally defectivo and cannot bo made
good."
Attorney Malier then asked for an ap¬

peal from the decision of Judge Uanills,
which was also denied.

Preparations for Hanging.
As soon as It was known that the ap¬

plication for the writ of habeas corpus
had been denied by Judge Uantlls, pre¬
parations wore commenced at the Jail
for the execution of Hoch.
At 32 o'clock Deputy Sheriff Peters, :«c-

oompanled by Jailer "Whitman, enioic-d
Hoch's coll nnd read tho death warrant.
Throughout the reading Hoch was un¬

moved, and Deputy Sheriff Potors, at
tlio close, said to him:
"Mr. Hoch, I wish to commend you for

the manner In which you have conducted
yourself and also for the preparation you
have mudo for tho hereafter, f hop,» Old
will have mercy on your soul."
Hoch smiled and quietly said: "I am

a great siniu-r in somo ways, but 1 am

Innocent of this murder."
Then turning to Jailor Whitman, Hoch

said: "I want all tliat is coming to mo
in the way of tlnio. If you try to take
mo before U-IO I will fight."
Just as tlio muling of tho doath war¬

rant was finished, Attorney Comerford
appeared at tho Jail with an appeal bond,
to which ho desired tho signature of
Hoch. It was Jailer Whitman's Inten¬
tion lo proceed 'with tho execution Im¬
mediately follnwing the reading of tho
death warrant, but when informed of
tlio errand of Attorney Comerford, he
issued orders that proceedings he de¬
layed.

Last Plea for Appeal.
Before tho appeal bond was taken to

the county Jail, Attorney;! Mahor and

(Continued on Second Page.)

FULL SCALE COMMITTEE
ENDORSES 11 DEMANDS
Copy Sent to Mr. Baer Last Night
and Joint Committee to Meet

on Monday.
(By Associated Press.)

Xb'W vuRK, Fobruary :»..Tho full
Scald Committee of Ihn United Milus
Workers of America met In this city
to-night anil endorsed tho demanda the,
anthracite miners are to make o£ tho
operators. It was Intended that President
Mitchell should at once notify tho oper¬
ators that a meeting with thuin was «lo-
slrcd, His action, therefor«', in first call¬
ing a meeting of the Scale Couimlttao
to consider tho preparation* hau glvun
rise to-night to reports thut tito minois'
tlcniutiils arc Bitch as to nmko tho »hu¬
nt Ion a grave one. Tim mooting tit' the
Scale Coiumiltou lliato'd until nearly nilil-
nighi. it «vas stated that, tho full com-
mltttcc endorsed tho demands of tho
miners' coimnlttOQ of sovon. It was do-
ci.ieii to Maid a. copy of th« conclusions
tt Mr, llacr. tlio head of tlm. operators'
cf.inutilice. In-night,

It Is likely that (hero will bo n meet¬

ing on "itonday of tho Jpiut cutumitleo
. of miners and operators.

VETD THF DHL IF
COURT FIX DÍTE

President Said to Have
Indicated This to be

His Purpose.
MEMBERS DIVIDED ON

RIGHT OF REVIEW

Democrats Opposed to Such an

Amendment in Terms and the
Republicans Split Up.The

Hepburn Bills Re¬
ported As Passed

By House.

(From Our Bogulnr Correspondent.)
WASHINGTON*. U. C. February 23.-*

Rumors are to-day to tho effect that
tho President hau Indicated his intention
of vetoing a, rale regulation bill, if Con¬
gress should pass on« with a. Provision
in it that tho railroad company may;
havo the right to appeal to the court*
for a review of the order of the Inter¬
state. Commerça Commission making ,«
lower rate than I he one given in tl,«4
published tariff. Coupled with this rumor
is tho other, thai the Influence of thi»
AVhltu House will be exerted to defeat n,
bill of this character in tho Ilouso should!
it pass the Senate.
It Is understood now mat the bill in¬

troduced by'Scnator Kno.v yesterday wai
an answer to the protests of th« Prési¬
dent against a measure wldch shounl
give In specific terms the right of th«
roads to appeal to tho courts for review
of an order of the commission. There
arc stories of an exciting conversation
between the President and his former at¬
torney-general, und stories are also afloat:
of equally strenuous conversations be¬
tween the President and Senator Aldricii
on the si-Meet of the rate bill, Aldricii
standing with Kuox In behalf of the right
of court review being plainly expressed In
tho bill.
Domocrats are almost united in oppo¬sition to an amendment which proposes

to give the right of review in torms. Tin*
Itepublicun Senators ar. badly divided.
There is strong probability of the Demo¬
crats caucusing on the measure, an;l
If they do it is. believed they will over¬
whelmingly vote to adopt the Hepburnbill ¡m it camp from the Hquso.Senators Dolllvor and Clapp are th«
Republicans who are most strongly "a
favor of tho original bill, which do..?
not provide i he right of review!

Must Have Right of Appeal.
It Is assorted J»y sonic «>f thr* able-it

lawyers of the Senate. Senator Kni>'\:
among them, that the hill x.'lî be pro-
nounce.d unconstitutional by the Suprcin«
Court of the United States, if It is le¬
aded without a specific provision «riving
the right of appeal. Thoy claim that lu
order to havo the right of appeal under
the Hepburn bill which docs not gi\n
the right of court review, tho road must
set up the claim that the rate made by
the commission Is cont'lscatory, and
therefore In violation of that provision
of tho constitution which fonblds tho
taking of property without due process
of law.
Tho ground on wldoh Is based the or«

position to the incorporation of a claus«
in the bill, giving in specific terms tlia
right of review by the courts. Is that
If the question of the reasonableness 'JÏ
a rate Is taken to the courts, the court»
will have to pass upon that because of
the fact that tho present Interstate com¬
merce law makes an unreasonable rnt«j
an unlawful rate. In othor words. It Is
/believed by those who oppose the cours
rovlew amendment that to jdv» tho court*
tho specific right to review tho order
of the commission would bo to glvn
them the power to retry every order th«
commission might enter. The courts would
thus havo tho power of reopening and re¬
hearing and passing upon even the moaí
trivial matters decided by the commis¬
sion.
Many senators and members believ«

the courts havo tho power to review
every net of tho commission, whethor th«
bill contains a specific provision to tht»
effect or not. A general opinion, whether
the prevailing one cannot be said, Is thai
if tho bill does not give the right o<
review in terms, tho Supreme Court wilt
pronounce It unconstitutional.

Sections Giving the Right.
Certain it is that there is much con¬

servative sentiment among both Demo-«
crats and Republicans, which favors *
specific clause in the bill giving the rail«
roads the right of appeal to the courts*

provided that the rate ni.öTo by the coin,
mission shall not bo suspended pendln.'*
such appeal, and provided that when tits-
cuse shall have been appealed to th«?
courts, tho commission and not tho ship¬
per shall be roqulrcd to defend it as th«
appellant. This is the provision of th«
linos bill. Tho following arc the section»
of tin- bill Introduced by Senator Knox
yesterday, which give the right of ap¬
peal to tho courts:
.Section .". That the orders of the com^

mission, except orders tor v*hc payment of
money, shall lake effect within such rea¬
sonable time as shall bo prescribed by'
tho commission, nnd shall continue to»
siuh period of tipie, not exceeding two
years, as slitill bo prescribed In the order
of the commission, unless sooner set aside
by the commission or suspended or set
asido by oilier of a court In a suit ic
test the lawfulness o£ s:iid older; but
any carrier, person, or corporation, partj
to the proceedings, affected by the deci¬
sion Of the commission ns to the rale 01

practice covered by tin« complaint or bj
lis order prescribing « different rale o»

practice, and nlleglng cither or both to b«
a violation of its or her rights, may In¬
stitute proceedings against tho complain«
ant and tin- Interstate Coinmerco Com«
mission in tho Circuit Court Of the l*ntte<|
Slates for tliH district In which In an»
portion of tin« carrier or carriers that
woro partie*, to tho complaint may h«
located, sitting as a court of equity, to
have such questions determined, but In
no other way shall the lawfulness of such
order be questioned. And In all Rtich
proceedings.the court shall have power to
make 'order« t«> secure the npp*ár.uic«
'of parties from any part of th» Cnlt«4
Slates and the existing law« relative fa
evidence and to proceedings under th«
acts i" regulate commerce shall ha ap«
plic.iblc
Provided, however, that n'i order of ih«i

eutnmlusiou reducing a rat«. Bhailt be «nt


